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The Hobbit: There And Back Again Blu-ray Review
[Blu-ray] April 19, 2015 By Gautam Kariswal

COMMENTS "The Hobbit: There and Back Again" is
far superior to the original trilogy for two main
reasons. The first is that the filmmakers are no

longer trying to re-create Peter Jackson's vision of
Middle-earth and the World of The Hobbit. The
second reason is that the Hobbit's adventures

were ultimately secondary to the fate of Middle-
earth. The story that Tolkien imagined in his map
of Middle-earth, while certainly charming, is wildly

different from Jackson's adaptation. The latest
trilogy focused on the "hero's journey" - Bilbo's

quest for the Ring. That journey led to the
fulfillment of a destiny outlined in Tolkien's final
book, The Lord of the Rings. The Hobbit doesn't
really follow that same destiny, and yet it's the

most important moment in the history of Middle-
earth, even if the filmmakers don't explicitly state

it. "The Hobbit: There and Back Again" starts
where The Hobbit trilogy left off. Bilbo Baggins is
headed toward the Lonely Mountain with Gandalf.
Gandalf is now on the path of discovering his own
destiny, and he stops to warn Bilbo to avoid the
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Misty Mountains. A dragon appears, and it's
"Smaug" (voiced by Benedict Cumberbatch).

Gandalf wants to protect Bilbo, but Smaug doesn't
understand the strategy. He offers a barter - he

gives Bilbo, "Smaug's Golden Treasures," in return
for Bilbo's "Smaug's Sting." Then Sauron's army
shows up. Sauron wants to learn the location of
the Lonely Mountain and destroy the One Ring.

Bilbo is captured and taken to Mordor. Meanwhile,
Gandalf doesn't make a deal with Smaug, and
tries to stop his own dragon form from taking

over. The changes in "The Hobbit: There and Back
Again" focus on Thorin (Richard Armitage) and the

Dwarves (Martin Freeman, Benedict
Cumberbatch). Thorin is now an elder. The

dwarves desperately want to take the Lonely
Mountain to make one last attempt to steal the

One Ring. Bilbo's bag of "Smaug's Sting" is
important, because it leads to his encounter with
the dragon, and the dwarves are on a quest to
steal the treasure from it. Thorin is even more

short-sighted than he was in the previous films.
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